
Quitting tobacco is tough – but medical professionals
can make a difference!

  
  

A tobacco user is more successful in quitting when you offer help.

Step 1: Screen for tobacco and code
appropriately

 

Try asking:

“Do you smoke or use any type of tobacco?”

“Did you know that smoking interacts with many 
medications? Because of this, we need to know whether 
our patients smoke so we can be sure they are getting 
the correct dosage of their medicines.”

Use clear, personalized language and be supportive.

ICD-10 Codes
F17.200 -	 Nicotine	dependence,	unspecified,	

uncomplicated
F17.201 -	 Nicotine	dependence,	unspecified,	in	

remission
F17.203 -	 Nicotine	dependence	unspecified,	with	

withdrawal
F17.208 -	 Nicotine	dependence	unspecified,	with	other	

nicotine-induced disorders
F17.209 -	 Nicotine	dependence,	unspecified,	with	

unspecified	nicotine-induced	disorders
F17.210 - Nicotine dependence, cigarettes, 

uncomplicated
F17.211 - Nicotine dependence, cigarettes, in 

remission
F17.213 - Nicotine dependence, cigarettes, with 

withdrawal
F17.218 - Nicotine dependence, cigarettes, with other 

nicotine-induced disorders
F17.219 - Nicotine dependence, cigarettes, with 

unspecified	nicotine-induced	disorder
F17.220 - Nicotine dependence, chewing tobacco, 

uncomplicated
F17.221 - Nicotine dependence, chewing tobacco, in 

remission
F17.223 - Nicotine dependence, chewing tobacco, with

withdrawal
F17.228 - Nicotine dependence, chewing tobacco, with 

other nicotine-induced disorders

 

F17.229 - Nicotine dependence, chewing tobacco, with 
unspecified	nicotine-induced	disorder

F17.290 - Nicotine dependence, other tobacco 
product, uncomplicated

F17.291 - Nicotine dependence, other tobacco 
product, in remission

F17.293 - Nicotine dependence, other tobacco 
product, with other nicotine-induced 
disorders

F17.299 - Nicotine dependence, other tobacco 
product,	with	unspecified	nicotine-induced	
disorder

O99.330 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating pregnancy, 
unspecified	trimester

O99.331 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating pregnancy, 
first	trimester

O99.332 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating pregnancy, 
second trimester

O99.333 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating pregnancy, 
third trimester

O99.334 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating childbirth
O99.335 - Smoking (tobacco) complicating the 

puerperium
Z72.0 - Tobacco use
Z57.31 - Occupational hazard to environmental 

tobacco smoke
Z77.22 - Contact with and (suspected) exposure 

to environmental tobacco smoke (acute) 
(chronic)

Z87.891 - Personal history of nicotine
Z71.6 - Tobacco abuse counseling (need to use an F 

ICD-10 code listed above along with this)
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Step 2: Advise the member to quit

Try saying:
“Quitting tobacco is the very best thing you can do for 
your current and future health. If you are interested in 
quitting, then you will have more success if you take 
medication and work with a quit coach.”

Step 3: Make a recommendation

Try saying:
“I can prescribe medication for you at no cost to you. I 
can also refer you to the ASHLine to connect with a quit 
coach. They can help you put together your plan to quit. 
After I make the referral, the ASHLine will call you.”

Step 4: Prescribe medication and refer to 
ASHLine

Try saying: 
“I am glad that you have agreed to quit tobacco. These 
medications are available at no cost to you. You do 
need a prescription, which I’ll give to you. I also need 
your verbal consent to have an ASHLine coach call 
you.”  Reinforce: “You are going to have more success 
quitting now that you are getting both medication and 
coaching.”

Covered Tobacco Cessation Medications
(Covered for 90 days per 6 month period)
• Zyban and Zyban SR
• Chantix
• OTC Nicotine Replacement Therapy (patch, gum, 

lozenge)
• Rx Nicotine Replacement Therapy (Nicotrol inhaler, 

Nicotrol nasal spray)

Refer to ASHLine
• Electronic Health Record referral (if ASHLine referral is 

built into organization’s EHR/EMR), or
• Customized ASHLine QuitFax referral form  

(paper form)

Billing codes
* For value-based contracting for tobacco cessation, use 
the billing codes below that include procedural codes 
(modifiers).	These	are	considered	Quality	Data	Codes	
(QDC) and are used with the CMS-1500 CLAIM FORMS. 
Additional requirements for the form include:
1. Claim with QDC must have one quality measure 

diagnosis code referenced in the diagnosis pointer 
column.

2. Claim with QDC must include a face-to-face visit 
listed with QDCs.

3. QDCs must be billed with $0.00 (If your EMR does not 
accept $0.00 then use $0.01. The patient must not be 
billed for this amount.)

Procedure
Code

 Description

4004F* Patient screened for tobacco use 
and received tobacco cessation 
intervention (counseling, 
pharmacotherapy,	or	both)	if	identified	
as a tobacco user

1036F* Patient screened for tobacco use and 
identified	as	a	non-user	of	tobacco

4004F-
1P*

Tobacco screening not performed for 
medical reasons 

4004F-
8P*

Tobacco screening OR tobacco 
cessation intervention NOT 
performed,	reason	not	specified	

99406 Smoking and tobacco cessation 
counseling visits for the asymptomatic 
patient, intermediate, greater than 3 
minutes, up to 10 minutes

99407 Smoking and tobacco cessation 
counseling visit for the asymptomatic 
patient; intensive, greater than 10 
minutes

These codes were updated on May 22, 2017 and are subject to change. Always check the website below for the 
most recent information. 

Resources:
www.MercyCareAZ.org

Need help training your staff?
Call Mercy Care at 602-263-3000 or 1-800-624-3879.
Call Mercy Care RBHA at 602-586-1841 or 1-800-564-5465.

Have questions about coding and billing?
Please speak with your Provider Relations representative.

http://www.MercyCareAZ.org
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